Saskatchewan Protecting Your

ﬁﬁ(f\ff Watershed Ground Water

Fact Sheet

There are several measures people can take to ensure their ground water sources are maintained
in the best possible manner. In conjunction with an annual visual inspection, a number of basic
steps should be considered to prevent potential well problems.

What steps should | take and what should I look for?

Proper Well Siting: A well should be located on properly drained ground, avoiding low-lying
areas where surface water or runoff is likely to accumulate around the wellhead. (If left to stand,
runoff will often seep through the soil around the well casing and enter the ground water.)
Wherever possible, the well should be located away from potential sources of contamination. If
your well is in close proximity to septic tanks/fields, barns, feed lots, rock outcropping, sink
holes, landfills, quarries etc., there is a higher possibility of contamination in your well.

Well Construction: The area around the well should be built up with good clay soil and sloped
away from the well to prevent the accumulation of runoff. Pipeline trenches to the well should
be mounded with dirt or clay. In addition, the well casing should extend upward above the
ground to allow for appropriate sloping of the site. Proper well construction should also include
sufficient grouting between the hole and the casing with a waterproof material, watertight well
casing, and a well cap that is waterproof and secure. (Tight well caps will guard against water
and prevent bugs, mice or other creatures from infiltrating your well.) The use of a pitless
adapter to connect the well to the distribution system is necessary to provide a sub-surface
sanitary connection.

Well Casing/Cribbing: Small creatures can enter a well through tiny openings if your well is not
sealed above water level. Corrective steps should be taken if heavy rusting or cracking is visible.
Openings for electrical conduits entering the well should be properly sealed.

Trees: Tree roots seeking moisture can enter a well through cracks and joints, thus providing a
passage for dirt and bacteria to enter the well. The best prevention is to ensure that trees are at
least 15 metres (50 feet) from your well.

Abandoned Wells: Deserted or unused wells are a major source of contamination and constitute
a hazard to public safety. These wells should be properly sealed.

Testing Well Water: All wells should be routinely tested to ensure that contamination has not
occurred. The Saskatchewan Watershed Authority does offer a water testing and consultative
service to residents utilizing a private water source. For further information, please see Program
Profile (PR-200) - Rural Water Quality Advisory Program and Fact Sheet (FS-306) - Rural
Water Quality Collection and Testing.
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http://www.swa.ca/Publications/Documents/PR-200.pdf
http://www.swa.ca/Publications/Documents/FS-306.pdf

Need More Information?

Call the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority’s Water Quality office toll free at
1-866-TEST-H20 (1-866-837-8420) or contact any of the offices listed below.

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority Offices

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
Saskatoon Office

101 — 108 Research Drive

Saskatoon, SK S7K 3R3

Ph: (306) 933-7442

Fax: (306) 933-6820

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
Weyburn Regional Office

Box 2003

3" Floor, City Centre Mall

110 Souris Avenue

Weyburn, SK S4H 2Z9

Ph: (306) 848-2345

Fax: (306) 848-2356

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
Nipawin Regional Office

Box 2133

201 — 1% Avenue East

Nipawin, SK SOE 1EOQ

Ph: (306) 862-1750

Fax: (306) 862-1771

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
Yorkton Regional Office

2" Floor, 120 Smith Street East
Yorkton, SK S3N 3V3

Ph: (306) 786-1490

Fax: (306) 786-1495

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
Swift Current Regional Office

Box 5000

3" Floor, E.I. Wood Building

350 Cheadle Street West

Swift Current, SK  S9H 4G3

Ph: (306) 778-8257

Fax: (306) 778-8271

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
North Battleford Regional Office
402 Royal Bank Tower

1101 - 101st St.

North Battleford, SK S9A 025

Ph: (306) 446-7450

Fax: (306) 446-7461

E-mail: comm@swa.ca

General information about the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority, our programs, Fact Sheets and
forms can be found on our website at www.swa.ca.

Page 2 of 2 FS-303
Revised 15/07/09


mailto:comm.@swa.ca
mailto:comm@swa.ca
mailto:comm.@swa.ca
mailto:comm.@swa.ca
mailto:comm@swa.ca
mailto:comm.comm@swa.ca
http://www.swa.ca/

