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hen Geoff Rutledge and his family bought property
Walongside Moosomin Reservoir in southeast

Saskatchewan, he knew even before they moved in
that he wanted to make some changes. One of them was to
move the corrals away from his water well.

“For me, personally, we have to be concerned with our water.
Without that we don’t have anything,” says Rutledge.

The issue with the existing corrals was that they were located
almost immediately adjacent to the yard’s water well, where
nutrient-rich runoff from the corrals could easily reach. The
well could provide a direct pathway for contaminated runoff to
reach the aquifer below, potentially making the water unusable
for people or livestock.

Either the well or the corrals would need to be moved. But
while the well was old — somewhere between 90 and 100
years old, in fact T it was still an excellent water source, with
considerable yield and outstanding water quality. Naturally,
Rutledge was eager to keep using it, and to protect it.

So he decided to relocate the corrals to a site further away
from the well. His decision was made easier by the fact that a
yard yre before he took ownership had damaged the existing
corrals.

“For me, it was a good opportunity to set things up the way
that | wanted them,” says Rutledge.

“So | moved the corrals just about 1,400 feet to the east, up
onto a little bit of a clay knob.”

Geoff Rutledge with his new corral system.

Building the new corrals the
way he wanted turned out to
be a big undertaking, requiring
a sizeable investment of both
time and money. He started by
pounding in 5%" steel posts,
then used 27" pipe for the
cross-rails, each of which were
saddle-cut and custom yt to the
posts. Finally, each panel was
ynished with T" pipe that was
sleeved onto sucker rods.

The majority of the
construction was completed
in 2005. In 2006, Rutledge
applied for ynancial assistance
to continue building through his
Environmental Farm Plan, which he had completed in 2004.

Producers who complete an Environmental Farm Plan are
eligible for 50 percent cost-sharing for the relocation of livestock
conynement facilities such as corrals, up to a maximum
of $30,000. The funding is made available through the
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program, an initiative
to help Saskatchewan producers address on-farm environmental
risks which concludes in March 2008.

Rutledge believes that a fundamental change is coming for the
cattle industry, and producers will have to change their practices
to keep the industry sustainable.

“The cattle industry has got to be one of the few industries
left in the world where you still hear the comment, “Well that’s
the way my grandfather did it, so that’s the way I’m going to
do it.” But the world’s a little different than it was when your
grandfather was around. Look at the changes in technology in
grain farming, or house building, or vehicles, and so on,” says
Rutledge.

“I think there’s going to come a day when the idea of grazing
along the side of the creek or allowing cattle to wallow in the
lake are probably going to come to an end. And I think it’s
important that as producers we start to look forward and make
the changes to make our operations more efycient and easier on
the land.”

Each piece of the corrals was
custom cut and mounted.
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Take a look at some of the upcoming events and new projects and programs available from
the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority and our partner agencies . . .
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ack and Kim Hextall were chosen to receive the Pipestone
Creek Watershed Stewardship Committee’s annual

Stewardship Award for 2007. The award recognizes residents
of the watershed who have made an effort to be good stewards
of water resources.

John Van Eaton (left), chairman of the Pipestone Watershed
Stewardship Committee, presents Jack and Kim Hextal
with the Committee s annual Stewardship Award.

The Hextalls farm south of Grenfell, next to the Pipestone
Creek. After completing an Environmental Farm Plan for their
operation, the Hextalls decided to install a berm to contain
runoff from their corrals and re-direct it into two nearby holding
ponds, rather than allowing it to pow into the creek. They have
also installed some crossfencing and remote watering on their
land, and are active promoters of good stewardship practices in
their watershed.

The Pipestone Creek Watershed Stewardship Committee
is part of the Lower Souris Watershed Committee, the group
working to implement the Lower Souris River Watershed
Source Water Protection Plan. For more information on the
Lower Souris Watershed Committee and its membership, please
visit www.lowersourisriverwatershed.com.
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Ar:\;ew book is providing private e
ater well owners in Saskatchewan
with valuable information on their
groundwater resources and managing
their wells.

The book, “A Landowner’s Guide to
Water Well Management,” provides a brief
overview of where groundwater comes
from and the factors that can affect its
quality and availability. It also details how
different types of wells are constructed and readied for
service, how to keep a well working properly and protect the
water from contamination, and how to decommission a well
once it is no longer in use. Contact information for federal
and provincial water management agencies and accredited
water analysis laboratories in Saskatchewan is included.

The guide was produced by the Saskatchewan Watershed
Authority, Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food, and the
Saskatchewan Ground Water Association, with technical
input from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada — Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Administration, Saskatchewan Environment
and Saskatchewan Health. Copies are available at
www.swa.ca, or by contacting your nearest Saskatchewan
Watershed Authority Regional Ofyce.
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orty years to the day after the South Saskatchewan River

Project was completed and Gardiner Dam was ofycially
opened, several hundred people came out to Danielson
Provincial Park to celebrate the anniversary of Gardiner Dam
and Lake Diefenbaker.

The 64-metre tall, 5,000 metre long Gardiner Dam was
ofycially opened on July 21, 1967, and was named for
the Honourable James G. Gardiner, the former Premier of
Saskatchewan and federal Minister of Agriculture. Today,

| Gardiner Dam is still one of the largest earth-yll dams in the
1 world.

The 40th anniversary celebrations included public tours
of the Gardiner Dam and the Coteau Creek Hydroelectric
Station, as well as a special cake cutting ceremony. Special

| guests at the event included a number of people who worked

on the construction of the dam and several members of the
Honourable James G. Gardinerds family.

Attendees were able to tour the inner working of the Gardiner Dam.






