


Producers interested in learning about benefi cial management practices or 
incentive funding programs are welcome to call Nancy Gray. Nancy can meet 
with you personally to discuss these management practices and the amount of 
funding you may be qualifi ed to receive.  

Technical support for the project received from: Ducks Unlimited Canada, 
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority, Prairie Agricultural Machinery Institute, and 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada – Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration.

Funding for this program provided by Canada’s Agricultural Policy Framework
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Implementing Benefi cial Management Practices to Protect Source Water

Producers can play a role to protect source water by implementing benefi cial 
management practices which will eliminate drinking water health risks 
and reduce contaminants that enter the water.  “A benefi cial management 
practice is any agricultural management practice that minimizes negative 
risks to the environment, ensures sustainability of the land’s production, and 
is practical and economically viable for the long-term,” explains Nancy Gray, 
Lanigan/Manitou Group Plan Advisor.

Relocating livestock confi nement facilities - as well as practices related 
to wintering site management, water well management, riparian area 
management, erosion control structures and land management for soils at 
risk - all protect source water and riparian areas.

Healthy Riparian Areas Protect 
Drinking Water for Thousands of People

Ben Boots is the Plant Superintendent of the Buffalo Pound Water Treatment 
Plant. By treating the water, the plant staff minimize health risks in the domestic 
drinking water of 220,000 people in Moose Jaw and Regina everyday. Boots 
says treating and protecting source water to eliminate health risks is a multi-
barrier approach which, in addition to water treatment processes done at the 
plant, includes responsible care of the natural processes in the environment. 
“Riparian areas act as a natural protector of source water. If the land directly 
adjacent to the lake or river is healthy, those riparian areas will be able to 
act to their fullest potential as a 
protector of source water and a 
fi lter for contaminants. Damaged 
riparian areas sacrifi ce water quality 
and elevate the potential of health 
risks,” says Boots. 

He says a water treatment plant 
may take out 99.9 percent of 
certain contaminants that enter the source water, but that water will be 
better-treated if less contaminants go into the raw water. Boots describes 
the idea this way: “If you start with a thousand particles and take 99.9 

percent of them out, you’re left with less than one particle. If you start 
with a million particles in the water and take 99.9 percent out, you’re 
left with a thousand particles. You’ve still taken out 99.9 percent of the 
contaminants, but you wind up with better-treated water when you start 
with less contamination.”

Ben Boots says improvements made in water quality will benefi t everyone for 
generations to come. “Consumers, agricultural producers and recreational users 

all benefi t from having a high quality 
water source, so the cost should be shared 
by all who benefi t,” says Boots.

Gray agrees. “Funding is available to 
producers who implement benefi cial 
management practices through 
an Environmental Farm Plan or by 
participating in the Lanigan/Manitou 

Agri-Environmental Group Plan, so the expense of making changes to a 
producer’s operation is cost-shared between the producer and the federal 
and provincial governments.”

“If you start with a thousand particles and take 99.9 percent of 
them out, you’re left with less than one particle. If you start with 
a million particles in the water and take 99.9 percent out, you’re 
left with a thousand particles.”

- Ben Boots, Buffalo Pound Water Treatment Plant


