





North Saskatchewan River Basin Council: Back to School

by Katherine Finn, Project Coordinator — North Saskatchewan River Basin Council

The North Saskatchewan
River Basin Council was at
Hafford Central School on
September 3rd, 2009 to join in
the celebrations for their blue
and white days, and to name
the winner of its logo

design contest.

Earlier this year, the fledging
group launched the logo
design contest, which was
open to all students in the
North Saskatchewan

River watershed.

Students were asked to submit
their own original designs of
a logo for the Council. The
winner would be awarded
$250, and their design would
be used to create the Council’s
new official logo. In addition,
the winner’s school would be presented with an aquarium (or, if
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the school already had an aquarium, with the cash equivalent).

The winning entry was submitted by Kirsty Kindrachuk, a
student at Hafford Central School. Miss Kindrachuk was
recognized during the blue and white pep rally, and the school

- which already has an aquarium - was awarded $200 to
contribute to water quality monitoring they are involved in with
Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve.

Rosthern-Shellbrook MLA Denis Allchurch with Katherine Finn
at the Hafford Central School’s blue and white pep rally.
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Coordinator Katherine Finn (left) with logo design contest winner
Kirsty Kindrachuk. Kirsty is holding her own original logo design, while
Katherine is holding the Council’s new logo based on Kirsty’s design.

The Council also took
the opportunity to extend
their gratitude to the
Saskatchewan Watershed
Authority for the core
funding it receives from
them in the form of an
annual grant. Rosthern-
Shellbrook MLA Denis
Allchurch, who attended
the event, accepted the
Council’s thanks on
behalf of the Honourable
Nancy Heppner, Minister
responsible for the
Saskatchewan
Watershed Authority.

The Council relies on
government support to help
continue its work to protect
source water. “We owe a lot
to the generous support SWA has offered to the NSRBC,” says
Katherine Finn, the Council’s coordinator. “Because of this core
funding we are able to take action and move forward with the
work all this planning has laid the foundation for.”

This year’s funding grant from the Watershed Authority
totaled $104,000. This funding is being used to help cover
staff salaries, office space and outreach, allowing the group to
expand their capacity and advance their implementation of the

North Saskatchewan River Watershed Source Water Protection
Plan. The Council is eligible to access more funds for specific
projects throughout the watershed.

“The North Saskatchewan River watershed covers such a large
area that it is difficult to be everywhere at once. But we keep at
it, trying to be present where we are needed,” says Finn. “There
are water crises all over the watershed, communities face
challenges with expanding residencies, limited lagoon space or
poor source water quality.”

This plan was developed at the grass roots level over a

period of four years by advisory committees made up of
municipalities, land owners, First Nations and other responsible
parties. Some of the Council’s recent work includes First
Nation source water protection planning, community support
for lagoon situations, well decommissioning, and the
dissemination of information on water conservation, riparian
health, environmental farm planning and ground water.




Hello Voluntary Stewards!

As we look back upon 2009, we are encouraged by the wide
variety of successful projects that we have been able to
participate in. Whether habitat for species-at-risk is being
improved, wetlands are being restored, or source water
protection plans are being implemented, we know that this
success is due to the efforts of committed landowners, such
as our voluntary stewards.

We wish you and your families all the best in 2010. And,
as always, we look forward to hearing your questions,
comments, or suggestions for articles you would like to see
in this newsletter. You can contact me at (306) 787-8707 or
by e-mailing jennifer.lohmeyer@swa.ca.

Jenwnifer Lolhumeyer
Visit Us Online!

You can find more information on the Saskatchewan
Watershed Authority’s Prairie Stewardship Program in back
issues of this newsletter.

These issues, as well as interactive maps featuring other
stewardship project demonstration sites, can be viewed on
our website, www.swa.ca.

Coming Events

For more information on stewardship events near you,
please contact the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
office nearest you:

North Battleford Jeremy Brown 446-7460

Regina Etienne Soulodre  787-0661
Swift Current Krista Connick 778-8280

Bob Springer 778-8301
Weyburn Stacey Gulka 848-2354
Yorkton Jason Puckett 786-5845
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Canadian Wildlife Service
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Environment Canada through Eco-ACTION

Government of Canada Habitat Stewardship
Program for Species at Risk

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (U.S.)
Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Nature Saskatchewan
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Nevada Department of Wildlife
North American Wetlands Conservation Council
Prairie Conservation Action Plan
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment through
the Fish and Wildlife Development Fund

SaskPower
SaskPower- Shand Greenhouse
Wildlife Habitat Canada

Wyoming Game and Fish Department



